WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



^1 1 . A method for providing access to a network systemytvherein the network 

system includes a pluraUty of access points coupled to a network, me method comprising: 
5 a first access point receiving identification information frpm a portable computing 

device, wherein the identification information indicates a netWork provider of a plurality 
of possible network providers; / 

determining the network provider for the portable computing device after 
receiving the identification information; / 
10 the first access point receiving data from the nortable computing device; 

providing network access to the portable c/mputing device through the network 
provider determined in said determining. / 

2. The method of claim 1, wherem said providing network access comprises 
15 providing the data received from the portable computing device to a destination based on 

the determined network provider. / 

3. The method of claim L wherein the network system is useable by 
subscribers of each of the plurality of possible network providers. 

20 / 

4. The method of claim/l , fiirther comprising: 

maintaining and storing a uiage amount by the portable computing device; 
wherein the determined network provider charges for access by the portable 
computing device to the networks 
25 / 

5. The method of /claim 1, wherein the network system includes a memory 
medium which stores a data structure comprising a list of identification information and a 
corresponding list of the plurality of possible network providers; 
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wherein said determining the network provider for the/portable computing device 
includes accessing the memory medium and using the received identification information 
to determine the network provider. / 

5 6. The method of claim 1, wherein the network system includes a memory 

medium which stores a data structure comprising a /ist of identification information, a 
corresponding list of the plurality of possible netwclrk providers, and associated methods 
for providing data to the respective plurality of possible network providers; 

wherein said determining the network pK)vider for the portable computing device 
10 includes accessing the memory medium, using the received identification information to 
determine the network provider, and using aii associated method for providing the data to 
the network provider. / 

7. The method of claim 6{ wherein the data structure stores a destination 
15 address indicating a destination specified by the network provider; 

wherein said providing the aata comprises providing the data to the destination 
specified by the network provider. / 

8. The method of /claim 1, wherein the plurality of access points are 
20 maintained by a first network nrovider; 

wherein the identification information indicates a second network provider, 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the identification information comprises a 
System ID of the portable /computing device, wherein the System ID uniquely identifies 

25 the network provider of the plurality of possible network providers. 

10. The methpd of claim 1, fiirther comprising: 
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the first access point receiving identification information fi-om a portable 
computing device, wherein the identification informa^n indicates a first network 
provider of the plurality of possible network providers; 

determining the first network provider for t^ portable computing device after 
receiving the identification information; 

the first access point receiving data from thfe portable computing device; 
providing the data received from the pjmable computing device to a destination 
associated with the first network provider; 

the first access point receiving identification information from a portable 
10 computing device, wherein the identification information indicates a second network 
provider of the plurality of possible network providers; 

determining the second network provider for the portable computing device after 
receiving the identification informatton; 

the first access point receiving data from the portable computing device; and 
15 providing the data received from the portable computing device to a destination 

associated with the second network provider. 

1 1 . The method yof claim 1 , 

wherein the plurality of access points are arranged at known locations in a 
20 geographic region, the niethod fiirther comprising: 

the first access! point providing geographic location information indicating a 
knovm geographic location of the portable computing device; 

wherein said ^providing network access comprises selectively providing network 
access to the portable computing device based on the known geographic location of the 
25 portable computing device. 

12. Tne method of claim 1 , fiirther comprising: 

determining an access level for the portable computing device after receiving the 
identification mformation; 
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the first access point receiving data fi-om the portable commuting device; and 
providing the data received from the portable computing device to a destination 
based on the determined access level. 



10 



13. The method of claim 12, wherein said provifling the data comprises: 
providing the data to one or more resources on me network to allow the portable 

computing device access to the one or more resources pn the network if the access level is 

a first access level; 

providing the data to a destination for extefoal access out of the network to only 
allow the portable computing device access to/ other networks if the access level is a 
second access level; 

wherein, if the access level is the se/ond access level, the data is not provided to 
the one or more resources on the network. 



15 14. The method of claim 1, /wherein the first access point communicates with 

the portable computing device in a wi/eless fashion. 



20 



15. The method of claim 14, fiirther comprising: 

assigning a wireless communication channel for communication between the first 
access point and the portable computing device. 



25 



16. The method oy claim 15, wherein the first access point assigns the wireless 
communication channel for communication between the first access point and the 
portable computing device. 

17. The methpd of claim 15, wherein said assigning comprises assigning the 
wireless commimication channel based on the identification information received from 
the portable computing device. 
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18. The method of claim 15, wherein said assigmng comprises assigning the 
wireless communication chaimel based on the determined network provider. 

19. The method of claim 14, further comprising: 
5 determining an access level for the portable c/mputing device after receiving the 

identification information; and 

assigning a wireless communication chann^ for communication between the first 
access point and the portable computing device bs/sed on the determined access level. 

10 20. The method of claim 1, wherem the first access point communicates with 

the portable computing device in a wired fadiion. 



15 21. A network system, cc^prising: 

a network; 

a plurality of access points coupled to the network, wherein each of the plurality 
of access points is operable to/communicate with a portable computing device, wherein 
each of the plurality of acces/s points is configured to receive identification information 
20 fi-om the portable computing device indicating a network provider of a plurality of 
possible network providers; 

wherein each of tHe plurality of access points is operable to determine the network 
provider indicated in ther identification information; 

wherein networlc access is provided to the portable computing device through the 
25 determined network provider. 

22. The network system of claim 21, wherein each of the plurality of access 
points is operabl^ to provide data received fi:'om the portable computing device to a 
destination based^on the determined network provider. 
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23. The network system of claim 21, wherein the nehvork system is useable 
by subscribers of each of the plurality of possible network providers. 

24. The network system of claim 2 1 , wherein the determined network provider 
charges for access by the portable computing device to the/hetwork. 



L 



25 . The network system of claim 2 1 , furthe/ comprising: 
a memory medium coupled to the netwwk which stores a data structure 

10 comprising a list of identification information anc^a corresponding list of the plurality of 
possible network providers; 

wherein, in determining the network p/ovider for the portable computing device, 
each of the plurality of access points is opeD&ble to access the memory medium and use 
the received identification information to d9termine the network provider. 

15 

26. The network system of claim 25, wherein the memory medium is 
comprised in one or more of the acces^points. 

27. The network systemyof claim 2 1 , further comprising: 

20 a memory medium coupled to the network which stores a data structure 

comprising a list of network provider identification information, a corresponding list of 
the plurality of possible netwonc providers, and associated methods for providing data to 
the respective plurality of possible network providers; 

wherein, in determimng the network provider for the portable computing device, 

25 each of the plurality of aocess points is operable to access the memory medixam, use the 
received network provider identification information to determine the network provider, 
and use an associated method for providing the data to the determined network provider. 
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28. The network system of claim 27, wherein thi memory medium is 
comprised in one or more of the access points. / 

29. The network system of claim 27, / 

wherein the data structure stores a destination adnress indicating a destination 
specified by the determined network provider; / 

wherein each of the pluraUty of access points is Operable to provide the data to the 
destination specified by the determined network provider. 

30. The network system of claim 21, wherein the plurality of access points are 
maintained by a first network provider; / 

wherein the identification information indicates a second network provider. 

31. The network system of claim 21, wherein the identification information 
comprises a System ID of the portable computing device, wherein the System ID 
uniquely identifies a network provider oythe plurality of possible network providers. 

32. The network system of claim 2 1 , further comprising: 

a portable computing devicer operated by a user, wherein the portable computing 
device includes the identification information, wherein the identification information 
indicates a first network provideyof the plurality of network providers; 

wherein, when a first access point of the plurality of access points receives the 
identification information fi:*om the portable computing device, the first access point is 
operable to determine the firs/t network provider; 

wherein the first a/cess point is operable to provide data received firom the 
portable computing devicaaccording to the first network provider. 

33. The network system of claim 21, further comprising: 
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one or more network devices coupled to the network, wheitein each of the one or 
more network devices corresponds to one of the plurality of possible network providers. 

wherein each of the plurality of access points is operaWe to provide data received 
from the portable computing device to a network device corresponding to the determined 
5 network provider. / 

34. The network system of claim 21, whprein each of the plurality of access 
points is operable to provide the data to the destination in a secure manner. 

10 35. The network system of claim 21 /wherein the plurality of access points are 

arranged at known locations in a geographic r/gion, wherein each access point is operable 
to provide geographic location information indicating a known geographic location of the 
portable computing device; / 

wherein network access is selectively provided to the portable computing device 

15 based on the known geographic location of the portable computing device. 

36. The network systemyof claim 21, wherein one or more of the plurality of 
access points are operable to: / 

determine an access lev^ for the portable computing device after receiving the 
20 identification information; and / 

provide data received from the portable computing device to a destination based 
on the determined access level. 

37. The network system of claim 36, wherein, in providing the data, said one 
25 or more of the plurality oi access points are operable to: 

provide the data/ to one or more resources on the network to allow the portable 
computing device acceiss to the one or more resources on the network if the access level is 
a first access level; ' 
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provide the data to a destination for external access outf of the network to only 
allow the portable computing device access to other networks if the access level is a 
second access level; / 

wherein, if the access level is the second access level, the data is not provided to 
the one or more resources on the network. / 



38. The network system of claim 21, wherein at least a subset of the plurality 
of access points are wireless access points operable to communicate with the portable 
computing device in a wireless fashion. / 

39. The network system of claim 38, wherein each of the wireless access 
points is operable to assign a wireless ycommimication channel for communication 
between the first access point and the portable computing device. 

40. The network system off claim 39, wherein one or more of the wireless 
access points are operable to assign the wireless communication channel based on the 
identification information receivedm-om the portable computing device. 

41. The network sysftem of claim 39, wherein one or more of the wireless 
access points is operable to Assign the wireless communication channel based on the 
determined network provide/ 

42. The network system of claim 38, fiirther comprising: 

wherein one or more of the wireless access points are operable to determine an 
access level for the portable computing device after receiving the identification 
information; and / 

wherein said one or more of the wireless access points are operable to assign a 
wireless communication channel for communication between the first access point and 
the portable computing device based on the determined access level. 
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43. The network system of claim 21, wherein at leasy a subset of the plurality 
of access points are operable to communicate with the portaj^le computing device in a 
wired fashion. 



44. A method for providing roaming feawes on a wireless network system, 
wherein the wireless network system includes a plurality of access points coupled to a 
network, the method comprising: / 
10 a first access point receiving identificaticm information from a portable computing 

device in a wireless maimer, wherein the identification information indicates a network 
provider of a pluraUty of possible network providers; 

determining a network provider for the portable computing device after receiving 
the identification information; / 
15 the first access point receivi/g data from the portable computing device in a 

wireless manner; / 

providing the data received from the portable computing device to a destination 
based on the determined networy provider. 

20 45. The method of claim 44, wherein the wireless network system is a 

distributed wireless networw system. 

46. A methocy for providing access to a wireless network system, wherein the 
wireless network system includes a plurality of access points coupled to a network, the 
25 method comprising: / 

a first access point receiving identification information from a portable computing 
device in a wireless manner, wherein the identification information indicates a network 
provider of a plurality of possible network providers; 
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deteraiining a network provider for the portable computing device after receiving 
the identification information; / 

the first access point receiving data from the port^le computing device in a 
wireless maimer; / 
5 providing network access to the portable computing device through the 

determined network provider. / 

/ 

4^ A method for providing selecti^ access to network resources in a 
distributed wireless network system, wherein Ae wireless network system includes a 
10 plurality of access points coupled to a network, the method comprising: 

a first access point receiving identification information from a portable computing 
device; / 

determining an access level fop4he portable computing device after receiving the 
identification information; / 
15 the first access point receiving data from the portable computing device; and 

providing the data receiv/d from the portable computing device to a destination 
based on the determined accessyleveL 

4^ The method of claim ^^wherein said providing the data comprises: 
20 providing the data Lo one or more resources on the network to allow the portable 

computing device access Lo the one or more resources on the network if the access level is 
a first access level; / 

providing the data to a destination for external access out of the network to only 
allow the portable computing device access to other networks if the access level is a 
25 second access level;/ 

wherein, ifihe access level is the second access level, the data is not provided to 
the one or more resources on the network. 
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